
Hello, and welcome to the first Progress Report for our 26th Festival of Fantastic Films.  We are 

now in the process of firming up the initial plans for what promises to be an excellent event.  

We have several special features planned that should be particularly popular. At this stage it’s 

too early to publish full details, but we are sure that Festival attendees are in for a real treat. 

For those new to the Festival let us whet your appetite by giving you a chance to see what you 

missed last year. You will wish you could have been there. For those who were, we can assure 

you that this year will be just as good. So don’t forget to book early and why not bring a friend? 

We have received a number of requests to invite these special guests over the years and we are 

delighted that they could accept our invitation for later this year.  

The next Progress Report will include full articles on each guest but don’t delay: book your place 

at the festival as soon as possible. We cannot promise that we will be able to maintain the 

current prices.  

We can confirm that at this time we have lined up three wonderful guests.  

Breaking News 

Jack Taylor Sara Douglas Victoria Price 

Actor: Conan the Barbarian, 

Ninth Gate, Horror of the 

Zombies. 

Actress: Superman I & II, 

Return of the Living Dead III, 

Conan the Destroyer. 

Writer/actress known for Edward 

Scissorhands author of "Vincent 

Price, a Daughter's Biography" 



Memories from the 25th Festival 

A baker’s dozen of 13 celebrity guests travelled from various international hot-spots, such as 

Rome, Paris, London and Wigan, to help us celebrate the festival’s very special, and as it 

turned out, hugely successful 25th anniversary. 

Flying in from Rome were Ruggero Deodato, from Paris, Yvonne Monlaur, with the trains 

from London delivering a multitude of celebrities.  

Wigan’s own international star, Laurence R Harvey, lead actor in recent cult success, 

Human Centipede II, may not have had so far to travel, but was a very welcome guest who 

happily joined in our quarter-century celebrations. 

With festival fans arriving from America, Germany, and all points North, South, East and 

West, the festival’s opening ceremony, on Hallowe’en, was marvellously well-attended, as 

befits what is now Britain’s longest-running independent film festival. 

I am pleased to announce that the Festival of Fantastic Films will hold it's 26th 
Annual event over the weekend of Halloween (30th Oct - 1st Nov 2015) in the 
Pendulum Hotel, Manchester (previously known as Days Hotel). 

 

The entry fee will be £50 to any one who books before 1st August 2015 - the price 
may be altered after this date - we will keep you informed. 

 

Accommodation at the Pendulum hotel will be £80 per room per night for the first 
two nights (anyone staying for the third night will get that night at £60 per room). 

  

Tony is awaiting your bookings - you can deal directly with him or via our Paypal 
account on Email gil1645@gmail.com. 

  

We look forward to all of you returning this year. Further news will be on the 
Festival site & on the Festival Website. 

 

Gil 
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mailto:gil1645@gmail.com


Friday 
The first event of the weekend was Friday 

night’s fascinating talk by Richard Hyman 

of the British Board of Film Censors.   

Using film clips, he illustrated the 

sometimes somewhat fraught decisions on 

what has to be considered when deciding 

between awarding a film a 15 or an 18 

certificate and spoke about the trials and 

tribulations of censorship over the years  

as well as what is and is not acceptable on 

today’s screens. 

 

Richard Dyer, Professor of Film Studies at 

King’s College, London, later captivated his 

audience with his superbly informative 

lecture on one of his many specialities, 

Serial Killers in Reality and on Film. 

 

The tremendous series of first night’s on-

stage appearances rounded off with 

Stephen Volk speaking about his 

phenomenally successful writing career, 

ranging from the BBC TV programme 

which panicked a nation on Hallowe’en 

1992, Ghost Watch, to his work with such 

formidable cinema legends as Ken Russell 

and William Friedkin. 

 

The evening ended with a showing of the 

newly-restored, fully uncut edition of guest 

Ruggero Deodato’s seventies classic, 

Cannibal Holocaust. 

http://essenceswinton.co.uk/


Saturday 

After a very happy Hallowe’en Friday, 

Saturday got off to a cracking start with 

Jennifer Lim’s on-stage interview, in which 

she spoke about her amazing career - so far. 

Admitting that she’ll probably be forever 

remembered as “The Eyeball Girl from 

Hostel”, Jennifer spoke of her work on TV’s 

League of Gentlemen, and in films alongside 

such cinematic icons as Ewan McGregor and 

Tim Robbins. 

She also revealed the secrets of the special 

effects used for her much talked of on-screen 

eyeball loss. 

Robin Stewart later took to the stage to recall 

his work on TV’s Bless This House and on 

big-screen productions including The 

Haunted House of Horror and Legend of 

the 7 Golden Vampires. 



Saturday night concluded with on-stage interviews of legendary Italian director of Cannibal 

Holocaust Ruggero Deodato, actress Me Me Lai, who starred in Ruggero’s Last Cannibal 

World and renowned Italian actor Giovanni Lombardo Radice. 

We are a Film Distribution company based in Hertfordshire holding the UK rights to many World 

Cinema, Classic, Horror and Adult titles on DVD and VHS.  Some of our titles are listed below 

check out our website for the full list, with more being added regularly. 

http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=684&art_id=5
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=780&art_id=4
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=775&art_id=4
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=805
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=684&art_id=5


Sunday 

The morning began with actress 

Judy Matheson talking about her 

work in such classic Hammer 

productions as Lust for a 

Vampire and Twins of Evil. She 

also recalled her roles in such 

well-remembered films as The 

Flesh and Blood Show and 

Crucible of Terror — in which 

she appeared opposite ex-disc 

jockey Mike Raven whose deep 

dark voice and interest in the 

occult had led him to acting in 

horror movies. 

The Festival was delighted to 

welcome back a much-loved 

guest of a few years back, Janina 

Faye.  

She spoke of her days as a child 

star, before making the difficult 

transition to adult actress.  

Janina recalled her appearance in 

Hammer’s Dracula, then starring 

roles in The Day of the Triffids 

and in such serious and 

controversial Hammer 

productions as Never Take 

Sweets from a Stranger.  

She also talked about being 

recruited by Sir Laurence Olivier 

to become the youngest member 

of the National Theatre and her 

subsequent career both on 

television and on film. 

“I first came here in 1997 and for various 

reasons have not been able to return, but this 

has been absolutely delightful… delightful, 

please all of you, keep coming to the festival, 

support it, it’s very special.”  

Janina Faye 

http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?category_id=18
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?category_id=20


 

Sunday 

The original Lamb’s Navy Rum girl, Caroline 

Munro, was our penultimate interviewee and 

revealed that it was thanks to the rum ad 

that she was given a contract with Hammer 

Films. Studio supremo James Carreras had 

spotted Caroline on a  Lamb’s poster and 

awarded her in star parts in Dracula 1972 

and Captain Kronos Vampire Hunter.  

Leading roles in Bond movie Live and Let 

Die and many more followed. 

Later on Sunday afternoon, Yvonne Monlaur 

spoke of her Hammer career, starring with 

Anton Diffring in in Circus of Horror (in 

which she was bitten by a monkey). 

She expressed her delight in working with 

Peter Cushing in Brides of Dracula (he 

painted a scarf for her which she still 

treasures) and opposite Christopher Lee in 

Terror of the Tongs.  

She said that thanks to her French accent 

she was cast in that film as half-Chinese, 

but pointed out the irony that Burt Kwok was 

the only full-blooded Chinaman in the 

production and was killed in the first five 

minutes. 

“Isn’t it great? 25 years and thanks to 

Gil and all the team the Festival is 

obviously still going strong, it’s 

marvellous!” 

Caroline Munro 



Sunday 
Final on-stage guest, Laurence R Harvey proved, 

thankfully, to be nothing like the bizarre character 

he portrayed in Human Centipede II.  

A really down-to-earth decent bloke, he surprisingly 

revealed that before appearing in that classic 

modern horror, his previous job had been on 

children’s TV.  

During his festival interview, he wouldn’t be drawn 

on certain aspects of Human Centipede II.  

He commented, “I don’t think the audience would 

like to hear this at two o’clock on a Sunday 

afternoon.”  

However, such sensibilities not withstanding, he will 

be appearing — in a different role — in the final part 

of the trilogy Human Centipede III 

But like all of our celebrity guests, he was available 

for autographs and a chat with any of the attendees 

throughout the weekend. 

Over 20 Years of Film Fandom A Tribute to .... The 

Festival of Fantastic Films 

Book by George Houston & George Gaddi 

If you want to reserve a copy and collect it at the 24th 

Festival of Fantastic Films a non-refundable deposit of £10 

is required. The balance will be due on collection. 

If you require the book to be posted then this can be 

arranged. (P&P extra) 

The price of the book will be £25  

Please send your cheque with your name, and address to: 

Keith Mather 

8 Farndon Road, 

Reddish, 

Stockport 

SK5 6LY 

Please include an email address to confirm receipt. 

Only 4 Left 

When they’re gone, 

They’re gone 

Only 4 Left 

When they’re gone, 

They’re gone 



Our resident esteemed novelist 

Ramsey Campbell  had more than 

his normal success when he 

hosted the annual auction with his 

customary aplomb. 

A weekend to remember 

From buying that essential item 

Getting that autograph... 

To showing everyone how smart you are in the quiz 

The Festival had it 

all.  

And we’re working 

on making the next 

one even better! 

Book early! 



http://webelongdeadofficial.blogspot.co.uk/


Now available for just £25 + P&P  

Written by Wayne Kinsey and Gordon Thomson  

Hammer Films -  on Location 
The comprehensive guide to Hammer locations  

This book is ONLY be available DIRECT from Peveril Publishing – for more information 

 A film by film location guide (61 chapters) from Four Sided Triangle -

 To the Devil a Daughter taking you through practically every location 

used. 

 3 chapters exploring Hammer’s favourite locations: Bray haunts, 

Elstree haunts and Black Park 

 Further chapters on Exclusive locations, International locations, 

Comedy locations, Ardmore (Irish) locations and a light chapter to close 

with, comparing Hammer’s Transylvania to the real one 

 1800 photographs, maps, diagrams 

 Photographic comparisons of locations in screengrabs to how they look 

today 

Membership 

The entry fee will be £50 to any one who books before 1st August 2015 - The price may be 

altered after this date - We will keep you informed. 

Day Ticket Prices 

Friday £20, Saturday £30, Sunday £25 

To pay by cheque or BACS 
download this form and post 
to Tony 

To pay by PayPal 
use this form and post to 
Gil 

Remember to add your contact details and give us an email address so Keith can add you 
to the list. 

http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2015/Assets/Membership Form Tony 2015.pdf
http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2015/Assets/Membership Form Gil 2015.pdf


Contact Us:  

For more information on the membership email: Tony Edwards: anthonyFedwards@hotmail.co.uk  

For more information on the Guests/Films email: Gil Lane-Young: grlyfilms@gmail.com   

To suggest stories for publication, letters or comments  email: festival.of.fantastic.films@gmail.com 

 

Manchester city centre is a short walk from the venue, and there are numerous hotels, offering 

cheap rooms. Further information can be found from the Visit Manchester Website . 

Alternative accommodation 

The Festival is brought to you by the following people 

….and just in case you were curious, they are all open to bribery. 

Tony Edwards 

Membership, Finance, 

Publications 

Humour so old it’s 

dried out 

Gil Lane-Young 

Guests, Venue 

Films/Independent Films 

International man of 

mystery 

Tony Meadows 

Films 

Bad Jokes, Worst 

Jokes, And 

downright 

unrepeatable jokes. 

Operations, Logistics, 

Shouting, Owner of the 

pointy crowbar 

Keith Mather 

President 

Auctioneer/Collector 

Internet Babe-

Magnet 

Ramsey Campbell 

The Venue 

The Festival returns to the Manchester Conference Centre on Sackville 

Street in Manchester. A purpose built conference centre and hotel.  

The hotel has offered the following prices:.  

£80 B&B per room, per night. 

If staying for 3 nights the third night is £60 

The Hotel has 117 bedrooms  

For more details check out the Centre’s website 

mailto:anthonyFedwards@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:grlyfilms@gmail.com
mailto:festival.of.fantastic.films@gmail.com
http://www.visitmanchester.com/#/http://www.visitmanchester.com/stay.aspx
http://www.manchesterconferencecentre.co.uk/

